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Honorable iuvin H. B
State's M:tnmy
cou:thouu

Jexrsey co\mt.y
Jerseyville, :

ave your)lgtter of October 15, 1971, in which
you state:

"With 80 many Ccmnty ofﬂces using
microfilm and photostating processes
for zecord.tng and making copies of
‘mtrumenta. ‘the guestion has arisen
as to vhether a Hotary Public could
use a rubber stamp notarial seal
:l.mtead of the more conventional
‘metal geal which impresses the
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paper. It is sometimes difficult
to reproduce these impressed seals,
even though they are brushed with
grxaphite before being reproduced.”

Section 7 of The Illinois Notary Public Act
provides ag follows:

- “Bach notary publie shall, upon entex-
ing ths Suties of hiz office, provide
‘himself with a proper official seal,
. with which he shall authenticate his

- official acts, upon which shall be
engraved words descriptive of his
offices and the name of the place or
county in which he reaides.” Ill.
Rev. Stata. 1969, ch. 99, par. 7.

Illinois authority on this paint'is very limited.
However, the court in Mason v. Brock, 12 Ill. 273, stated
as follows at page 277: |

“The statute is silent as to the form
and character of the seal. BRe [a
‘notary public] may adopt a seal, with
such an inscription as his judgment
may dictate, or his fancy may suggest.
It must, however, be capable of making
a definite and uniform impression on
the papexr on vhich a certificate is
written, or on some tenacious substance

‘:attaehad thereto, so that when a gquestion
arises as to the genuineness of an
authentication, it may be detemined

by reference to the seal in the posses~
sion of the officer.”

The most complete statement of the law on this

point is contained in the annotation at 7 A.L.R. 1663, 1665:
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“And a notary's seal impressed directly
- upon paper by a die with which ink was
used was held sufficient in Pierce v.

Indseth (U. S.) spupra. S0, & notarial
seal consisting of an impreesion in ink

‘in the form of such a seal stamped upon
.the paper has been held to constitute
@' seal. The Gallego (1887) 30 Ped. 271.
“0n the other hand, in Stephens v.” -
wuxm (1877) 46 Iowa, 540, the
statutes required a seal with specif;ioﬁ
words ‘engraved' thereon and a ‘distinct
:mexuaim’ thereof ﬁ.lad. 4t was held
that a wafer with the reguired words
written upon it with a pen, but without
any mmaaion, was mmfﬁ.cient &8 8
notarial seal."” o
~ The Iowa case, dealing with a statute identical -
in all salient respects with -m-’-‘xximxs ‘Statute -at hand,
is ’contwnmg‘;i The Illinois Statute requires that the
desar:l.puve warda «m the nmr:la). seal be angraved
_ “Gonorauy t.ho wowa uaed i.n a atafmte sheuld
be given their p:lain md otm.nary, or emmly acﬁaptaa
or popular,. meaning unleas uneh msmction wu.l defeat
the manifest intoautm ot ehe General Aaaamb).y. '34 T L.P.
10 111, 26 489, l.40 x.n. zd 687: m v m 338 111.

&pp. 463’ 87 H.E. 2d 8$50 o

SBtatutes, sec. 11‘7: ‘
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_ Blackfs_anlblqpionary'(étﬁfed.) defines "engrav-
ing" as "The art of pﬁo&ucing on ﬁgrd éﬁtarial_incised or
raised patterns, lines, and the like;;...ggggican Historial
go. v. Clark. 316 Ill. App. 309, uumza 761."

.'.ﬁlﬁgk;s naw'bictionaty ai§¢”d¢fin¢§ #Pu§1ie Seal”,
inter al a, as ﬁén];mpxession'mgqé‘§g5§q¢6'aevicé; by means
of a piéee.of metal ox Qﬁh&:’hagﬁ §u§é£§§qa,.képt_and,naad

by public authority." 'Blaak'ﬁ iav_piétibnAry.alsa defines

“Seal®”, ,i_m:_g_r_al;_a_ , by saying “Merlin Gefines a seal to

be a plate\oﬂAmqtal,with a flat suxface on vhich is éngtgved
seesfal devica,w;th whiéﬁ in 1m§ression may be made,..."

- Ballatine's Law Dictionary defines “impression®
as "An indentation, fissn#¢ cr;othex mark made by the
weight of one ebjeétldpglied to anothog;,..“' |

It 18‘myfdpinidn;'the:efq;a. as stated above,

that’tqvsagisfy:ﬁhe:;equirameﬁeg‘qﬁ?séégign'7 of The Illinois
Notary de11e=§cgqx$hiéh.pgovides-tpae_the pgoper’offiéial
seal of a notary public Wbé’éngrav#ﬁf}@iﬁh thg’wbrde descrip-
tive of his office, such seal mpst*ﬁe §£ a type Whidb will
impress a uniform ané‘distlnct%imprnasion upon the paper,

wax, wafer, or other tenacious substance, authentication
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of which is required; and that a rubber stamp which would
leave only an ink print and not an: indentation or impression
in such paper or the like, woi:ld not satisfy these requirements.

| Very truly youre,

ATTORNEY GENERAL




